Name

Directions: Underline the simple subjects. Circle the simple
predicates (verbs). Highlight the prepositional phrases.

“Flying” by Reeve Lindbergh

When I was your age, I was flying. I wasn’t flying
all the time, of course, and I didn’t fly by myself,
but there I was, nonetheless, on Saturday afternoons in
the 1950s, several thousand feet in the air over the
state of Connecticut, which is where I grew up.

I sat in the back cockpit of a small airplane and
looked down at the forests and the fields and the
houses and the roads below me from an intense,
vibrating height and hoped that my father, in the front
cockpit, would not notice that I had cotton balls
stuffed in my ears.

I always flew with my father, who had been a
pioneer aviator in the 1920s and '30s. I think that he
wanted to share his love for the air and for airplanes
with his growing family, the way sports-minded fathers
took their children to ball games on Saturdays and
taught them to play catch afterward. My father took his

children to the airport instead and taught them to fly.

The Language of Literature, page 119-120.



